
 

                                 

      National Register of Historic Places 
     PRESERVATION MONTH 

The DeLand Naval Air Station Museum is on the National Register of Historic Places, 

and in May celebrated Preservation Month.  The National Trust for Historic Places 

has launched a national campaign that encourages people to celebrate the places that 

are important to them.  Places they care about.  Places that matter.  The             

“#This Place Matters” campaign encourages people to celebrate the places that are 

meaningful to them and to their communities.  

The DeLand Naval Air Station Museum volunteers are proud to join the #This Place 

Matters Campaign to showcase our museum and inspire an ongoing dialogue about 

the importance of place and preservation in all of our lives that lasts far beyond the 

month of May.   



PAGE 2 DELANDINGS JUNE 2017  NAVAL AIR STATION MU SEUM,  DELAND,  FLORIDA 

DNAS Museum tours for Youth and Adults spread the word about 
the many contributions and sacrifices that have been and are being 
made everyday by our Veterans to protect our freedoms. 
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“In Memory of All Who Served” 



PAGE 5 DELANDINGS JUNE 2017  NAVAL AIR STATION MU SEUM,  DELAND,  FLORIDA 

We are saddened with the recent loss of Irene Dreggors, wife of William J. “Bill” Dreggors.  One of 

Irene’s many accomplishments was coordinating DeLand High School Reunions and documenting 

the classmates who were killed in WWII.  A memorial display can be viewed at the Memorial Hospital 

& Military Museum by contacting the West Volusia Historical Society, www.delandhouse.org.  On    

Memorial Day, we remember the story Irene told about her classmates in writing as follows: 

HONORING DeLAND HIGH SCHOOL VETERANS—KILLED IN WWII 

It's a good time to tell the story. And what a story it is: This symbol of love and sorrow was moved 

from place to place, broken and thrown on a trash pile, rescued, repaired and, finally, was returned to 

rest where its journey had begun.  In 1948, when students at the old school struggled with the loss of 

friends in the war, the Hi-Y club erected a monument to honor their fallen classmates.  Twenty-four 

young men and boys lost from one small school in one small town created a heartbreaking impact on 

those left behind. 

The club could afford only a small monument -- 4 1/2 feet tall and 18 inches wide -- and couldn't      

afford to engrave the names of the dead on the stone. Club members erected the monument  beneath 

a shade tree at the front of the school grounds.  Time passed and a new school was built. The    

monument was moved to the new campus and rededicated. People complained that it looked like a 

tombstone, so it was uprooted and forgotten.  Some years later it was discovered on a trash pile,   

broken in half, desecrated and abandoned.  The little monument was repaired and rededicated yet 

again, with full military honors. Instead of standing erect, it was laid down to protect it and was       

embedded in the ground at the foot of the school flagpole. 

On the high school's 50th anniversary in 1998, alumni created a bronze plaque engraved with the 

names of all the young men who died in World War II. The plaque was attached to the monument and 

it was rededicated for the third time, with much pomp and circumstance. Finally, it seemed that the 

little monument had found a permanent home.  But its travels had not ended. 

Falling victim to more renovations at the high school, it was again uprooted and laid aside, again    

degraded but temporarily safe from further harm.  A small group of alumni rescued the little        

monument and quietly moved it back to near its original site at Clara and Rich, where it rests at the 

foot of a boulder monument that memorizes the old school. 

The boulder was dedicated again, and it would seem fate brought the two together. The little       

monument to the alumni who died was meant to lie at the feet of the tribute to the old building that 

was their alma mater when they lived.  Then, overnight, the single white flower appeared. No one 

knows who put it there or what it meant.  It was hard to tell if it honored one name or all. Only those 

who placed it there knew for sure.  The single white flower spoke volumes for all with love,         

memories, loss, respect and homage to all whose names are there. 

The quiet, small gesture would seem to write the final chapter in the tragic history of the little     
monument that, in spite of the honor and glory it represents, wandered for so many tortured years  

before it was allowed to rest eternally at its birthplace.               Written By Irene Dreggors 
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DNASM’S NEXT RESTORATION PROJECT 

Now that the Grumman TBF Avenger Restoration project is completed, 
our Volunteers are ready to finish working on the T33 Shooting Star     
restoration.  The aircraft was pulled to our Ronald N. Herman Restoration 
Hangar and it looks like the plane has a happy face to be next!!  No rest 
for our Volunteers as they continue to preserve our military history. 

I’m Next Up For     

Restoration !! 
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Scott Storz, DNASM Special Projects Manager made a presentation to 
the Rotary Club of  DeLand.  Scott spoke about the past history of the 
museum, present projects and future plans for expansion.   
 
We greatly appreciate the ongoing support of the Rotary Club of         
DeLand, especially their  recent award in honor of our first President,      
Ellwood Titcomb.  
 
A special thanks to Rotary Club Members Gloria & Ed Denston, Reggie 
Santilli and Dr. Dale Batten for their assistance with the DNASM Grant. 

 
DNASM WWII Veteran Jack Fortes has been under the 
weather recently.  We send out our special thoughts 
and hope to see him back at the museum very soon! 
 
Our next big event is the 26th Annual Big Band Dance 
scheduled for Friday, November 10th, 2017.  The dance 
will be held at the DeLand National Guard Armory.    
Enjoy live 1940’s music performed by the L.C. Swing 
Band (www.lcswing.com).  Great Raffle/Silent Auction.   
 
Visit our website www.delandnavalairmuseum.org for 
more info or call (386) 717-1492 to reserve your tables 
now. 
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BECHTOL ENGINEERING & TESTING www.bechtol.com 


